
 

 

Post Print Corrections:  
• In 1968 George Wallace did not come close to winning the presidency, and that was not his 

goal.  Instead, he wanted to win enough electoral votes so that neither Nixon nor Humphrey would 
reach the required 270.  That would trigger the contingent procedure, making Southern 
delegations the kingmakers in return for rolling back the civil rights bills.   

• The Compact has not been adopted by Oklahoma and Arizona.  In each state, one branch of the 
legislature passed it, but the other didn't. 

• New York adopted the Compact before Trump's victory in 2016.  That was a highwater mark for 
Republican support, as the GOP controlled the NY State Senate then. 
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CHESTER SPRINGS — Every four years 
or so, at about this time of year, the nation 
engages in an intense but brief discus-
sion about whether we should keep the 
Electoral College, the Constitutionally 
mandated method by which the U.S. elects 
a president.

One immediately visible problem with 
the Electoral College is that it allows pres-
idential candidates to focus their e!orts on 
“swing states.”

Reliably Blue states like New York and 
California, and reliably Red states like 
Texas and Indiana, get ignored because 
how the majority in those states will vote 
is considered a given, guaranteeing that 
state’s electoral votes in the college, accord-
ing to Jack Nagel, a professor emeritus of 
political science from the University of 
Pennsylvania.

As a result, the votes that matter most 
in choosing the next president often come 
from just a few states whose populations do 
not represent anything close to the majority 
of voters in the entire country.

“It shouldn’t matter whether you live in 
California or Pennsylvania how much vote 
counts,” says Nagel.

But perhaps the primary argument 
against the Electoral College is that it often 
allows a candidate to lose more votes than 
his or her opponent and still win the elec-
tion.

In just the last 25 years, it’s happened 
twice — In 2000, Al Gore won the popular 
vote, but not the election, which introduced 
the phrase “hanging chad” to the national 
vocabulary; and in 2016, Hillary Clinton 
won the popular vote but not the election 
— all thanks to the quirks and vagaries of 
the Electoral College.

But wait, there’s still more!
In 1960, Richard Nixon likely won more 

votes than John F. Kennedy. The Electoral 
College also gave us the election debacle of 

1800 in which Thomas Je!erson and Aaron 
Burr tied for electoral votes, throwing the 
decision into a chaotic House of Repre-
sentatives, where it took 36 separate votes 
before Alexander Hamilton engineered the 
swing vote and the victory of Je!erson, his 
political enemy.

The Electoral College is so problematic 
that Alabama Gov. George Wallace came 
close to winning the presidency with a 
third-party candidacy that was designed 
to succeed by causing a deadlock in the 
college and throwing the election to the 
House of Representatives, where the South 
commanded a solid block of votes against 
desegregation, putting him in the White 
House.

With six failures and seven near failures, 
Nagel asks a very reasonable question: Why 
do we keep such an unreliable system that 
skews so many aspects of what should be a 

free and fair election, adhering to the prin-
ciple of “one man, one vote.”

“Would we accept an engineering design 
that has a bridge that fails ‘only 10 to 20 
percent of the time?’” he asks.

Nagel most recently asked that question 
on Oct. 30 when he was at the Henrietta 
Hankin Library giving a talk about how we 
change this situation for the better.

Because the Electoral College is based 
in the Constitution, the only way to miti-
gate its e!ects is through a Constitutional 
Amendment, a process so onerous that it 
seems impossible to achieve in these politi-
cally divided times that few people are even 
willing to try, he said.

But what if there was another way?
As it turns out, there is, and Pennsylvania 

is key to its success.

ELECTIONS

POPULAR VOTE VS. 
ELECTORAL COLLEGE
Speaker: Pa. is key to e!ort to choose presidents by popular vote

Jack Nagel, University of Pennsylvania Political Science professor emeritus spoke Oct. 30 at the Henrietta Hankin Library in West 
Vincent.  EVAN BRANDT/MEDIANEWS GROUP

At least six U.S. presidents have been elected without winning the popular vote.  EVAN 
BRANDT — MEDIANEWS GROUP

By Mark Stricherz
THE CENTER SQUARE

Pennsylvania’s annual budget has 
ballooned by nearly 64% under Gov. Josh 
Shapiro and his predecessor, both Democrats, 
an investigation by The Center Square found.

The Keystone State’s budgets have 
increased 3.5 times more during the last two 
Democratic administrations than during the 
previous Republican administration.

When a Democrat is governor, state fund-
ing has swelled 6.3% a year on average. When 
a Republican has been governor, the compa-
rable figure has been 1.8%.

Since Gov. Tom Corbett, a Republican, left 
o"ce in 2015, the state budget has spiked 
63.6%. His Democratic successors, Tom Wolf 
and Shapiro, signed into law a budget increase 
to $47.6 billion last year from $29 billion. If 
the legislature approves Shapiro’s request for 
$51.5 billion, funding will have swelled 14% 
in his three years in Harrisburg.

The vast majority of the increases have 
gone toward the state’s budget for schools, 
prisons, and hospitals. Last year, Pennsylvania 
joined 10 other states where the number of 
elderly (age 65 and older) exceeded children 
(age 17 and younger). The large percentage 
of old people caused the state to spend $16 
billion to pay for Medicaid, the joint feder-
al-state program for the disabled and elderly 
poor, in 2023, the last year for which figures 
are available.
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POTTSTOWN — Schuylkill River 
Greenways invites the public to view 
the 2025 Scenes of the Schuylkill art 
show, which runs from Nov. 4-21 at 
the North Hall Gallery of Montgom-
ery County Community College’s 
Pottstown Campus.

The yearly juried event high-
lights the distinctive beauty and 
culture of the Schuylkill River 
National and State Heritage Area. 
Patrick Rodgers, Manager of the 
Montco Cultural Center at Mont-
gomery County Community 
College, has curated the annual 

show for Schuylkill River Green-
ways for almost 10 years.

“I love the natural aspect of the 
show. It always brings nature in 
when the fall is releasing nature 
and we are all spending more time 
indoors,” said Rodger

Over 60 artists entered the show, 
and nearly 100 pieces will be on 
display.

“I love The Scenes of the 
Schuylkill because it brings out 
all the creative people who enjoy 
the river and the beauty of the trail 
from top to bottom,” shared Debby 
Wyatt, ceramic artist and owner of 
Centered Clay Studio in Kennett 

Square. She entered a piece that 
depicts the trail from the mountains 
to Center City.

This year’s Guest Juror is David 
Aipperspach, a local painter and 
Assistant Professor of painting and 
printmaking at Ursinus College, 
who received his MFA in Painting 
from Rhode Island School of Design 
and a BA in Landscape Architecture 
from the University of California, 
Berkeley, and has had his artwork 
displayed from coast to coast.

“I’m primarily a landscape 
painter and I’m also an advocate and 
user of parks, trails, and the Green-
ways, so this is a great fit.” Aipper-

spach chose winners for best in 
show, best 3-D art, best student, and 
more. When choosing the winner, 
he shared, “In landscape and nature 
art, I’m looking for seasonality. I 
really like when color and landscape 
painting is really specific and evoc-
ative and transcends the traditional 
blues and greens we might expect.”

The show kicks off with an 
artists’ reception on Nov. 5 from 6-8 
pm. Tickets will be available online 
until Nov. 4 on the Schuylkill River 
Greenways website, https://support.
schuylkillriver.org/scenes2025

A limited number of tickets will 
be available at the door. The show 

is open to the public free of charge 
during regular business hours for 
the college.

ABOUT SCHUYLKILL RIVER 
GREENWAYS

The Schuylkill River Greenways 
NHA is a non-profit organization 
with the mission of connecting 
residents, visitors and commu-
nities to the Schuylkill River and 
the Schuylkill River Trail (SRT) 
by serving as a catalyst for civic 
engagement and economic devel-
opment to foster stewardship of the 
watershed and its heritage. www.
schuylkillriver.org

POTTSTOWN

Scenes of the Schuylkill Art Show and Sale opens today

By Carl Hessler Jr.
CHESSLER@POTTSMERC.COM

NORRISTOWN — A Berks County man 
is headed to prison for attempting to meet 
who he believed was a 14-year-old girl for sex 
in King of Prussia, but unbeknownst to him, 
he was communicating with an undercover 
detective.

Angel Xavier Figueroa, 24, of the 1300 
block of Hay Road, Temple, was sentenced in 
Montgomery County Court to 2 to 6 years in a 
state correctional institution after he pleaded 
guilty to a felony charge of attempted aggra-
vated indecent assault of a minor in connec-
tion with a November 2024 incident.

Judge Steven T. O’Neill, who accepted 
a plea agreement in the case, also ordered 
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